APPENDIX E (Adapted from a teaching by Ray Comfort)

USING THE LAW TO HELP PEOPLE COME TO FAITH
This teaching is designed to help Christians when they are witnessing to someone who says that they are a good person.  The Bible makes it clear that no person is good and that without Christ the human heart is “...deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked...”  (Jeremiah 17:9)

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“There is none righteous, no, not one;” (Romans 3:10a) and

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)

The Apostle John also wrote,

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”   (1 John 1:8)

It is only when a person becomes a Christian and the Holy Spirit comes to live on the inside of them, that they realise just how sinful they were prior to becoming a Christian.

This teaching is designed to help people to become aware of their need to come to Jesus Christ to receive His forgiveness.  I will now share a 5 step process which will help those people who think that they are good people come to Jesus Christ in true repentance and faith. The first step has two methods of approaching the person that we are witnessing to.   

It is very important however, that this method never just becomes a mechanical procedure for witnessing to non believers.  Rather, this method should always be employed as guided by the Holy Spirit as we share our faith in love to unbelievers.

The Apostle Paul wrote in the book of Galatians, “...the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” (Galatians 3:24) 

A SUMMARY OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
1) You shall have no other gods before Me (God should be number one)
2) You shall not make yourself any graven image (Don’t bow down to anything but God)
3) You shall not take the Name of the Lord your God in vain 



(Don’t use your lips to dishonour God)
4) Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy (Don’t neglect the things of God)
5) Honour your Father and your Mother

6) You shall not kill

7) You shall not commit adultery (Adultery leaves a heart broken)
8) You shall not steal 

9) You shall not lie

10) You shall not covet (To want what others have)
I will now share the 5 steps that can help in bringing a person to faith in Jesus Christ, particularly when they say that they are a good person or if that person is somewhat self-righteous. WDJD (What Did Jesus Do)

STEP 1

i) When a person says to YOU after hearing the gospel,   

“But I am a good person.”

OUR RESPONSE TO THIS CAN BE 
“Why do you think that you are a good person?”

  OR

ii)  We can initiate a witnessing opportunity by going up to someone and asking them the question, 

“Would you consider yourself to be a good person?”

STEP 2

After the person has responded to one of the above questions we can ask the next question, 

“Do you think that you have kept all of God’s Ten Commandments?”
After this question we can ask a number of the following questions as prompted by the Holy Spirit

Has God always been number one in your life?     (Wait for answer)

(If no, you can say that you have already broken the first commandment)

Have you ever told a lie in your life?


   (Wait for answers)

(If yes, you can say to them, “what does that make you?”)
      {A LIAR}


Have you ever stolen anything in your life?

  (Wait for answers)

(If yes, you can say to them, “what does that make you?”)
      {A THIEF}
Have you always totally honoured your parents?
   (Wait for answer)
(If no, you can say, “This means that you have broken the fifth commandment)

Jesus said even to lust after someone who was not your wife was to commit adultery in your heart. Have you ever lusted after anyone other than your wife/husband?




   

   (Wait for answer)

(If yes, you can say to them, “So what would that make you?”  You can help them by saying “So that would make you therefore an adulterer at heart”) 

YOU CAN THEN CONCLUDE THESE QUESTIONS BY SUMMARISING THEIR ANSWERS AS FOLLOWS WITH ANOTHER QUESTION 

(This question may or may not be used. When asking this question we need to do so in a non-judgemental and light hearted way. STEPS 3 AND 4 WILL BRING CONVICTION)
“So by your own admission you are saying that you have been a liar and a thief and an adulterer at heart who has not always honoured you parents and that you have not always made God number one in your life? Is that right?

(Wait for answer)   YES
BEFORE GOING TO STEP 3 IT IS ALSO GOOD TO SHARE THE FOLLOWING TWO SCRIPTURES WITH THE PERSON YOU ARE WITNESSING TO

The Bible says, “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.” (James 2:10) 
Jesus also said, “There you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48)

STEP 3
Now ask the following question.  “If you were to be Judged by the ten commandments would you be innocent or guilty?

WAIT FOR ANSWER

STEP 4 Destiny

Now ask the following question. “Given that you have broken many of God’s ten-commandments, would you go to heaven or hell if you were to die tonight?

WAIT FOR ANSWER

STEP 5 

NOW THAT THEY HAVE BEEN CONVICTED OF THEIR SINS AND THEIR NEED OF A SAVIOUR

Share about the good news of the gospel and the free gift of eternal life to all those who repent and believe in Jesus Christ

AGAIN ALL THAT WE DO MUST BE DONE IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

However these five steps will help many who are still learning how to share their faith with unbelievers, to have a structure which can help them in their witnessing to others.
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